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Purpose
Our uniform helps children feel that they belong at Plains Farm Academy. We keep our requirements simple and affordable so every child can attend school and take part in school life, including PE. All pupils may choose from the options below, with individual adjustments agreed where needed.
Everyday uniform
Red jumper or cardigan.
White polo shirt.
Grey or black trousers, skirt or pinafore. A summer dress is an optional alternative in warmer weather.
Black shoes or black trainers.
PE kit
White T-shirt.
Navy blue sweatshirt or hoodie.
Blue or black shorts or leggings. Plain navy or black joggers are an option in colder weather.
Suitable trainers or plimsolls.
Buying uniform
Plain items that meet the requirements above can be bought from any retailer, including supermarkets, or obtained second-hand. A school logo is optional on both everyday uniform and PE kit. Please label items with your child’s name.
Second-hand uniform and help with costs
Current and prospective families can ask the school office privately for help finding suitable second-hand items. Please tell us the items and sizes you need so we can help you find what is available.
Plains Farm Youth and Community Centre distributes free second-hand uniform from local schools. Email info@youthalmighty.co.uk to check stock. Second Chance Community Shop in Hendon also offers free second-hand uniform. Call 07925 858184 to check availability. Other places are listed on our website. 
Inclusion and individual adjustments
We make reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils and consider individual needs relating to SEND, sensory sensitivities, medical conditions, religion or belief. Parents and carers can speak to Miss Cassidy or Mr Hunter to agree a suitable arrangement. Options may include softer fabrics, alternative footwear or an adapted PE kit. We will take account of the child’s views, comfort and safety.
When a child is missing uniform or PE kit
Staff will speak discreetly with the pupil and, where needed, their family to understand the reason and agree a practical solution. This may include a the use of a clean uniform provided by school for the school day, help sourcing items or reviewing an adjustment. Pupils will stay in school and continue learning. Where kit is missing, staff will help pupils take part in PE safely, adapting the activity if necessary. Any ongoing concerns will be handled proportionately and in line with the academy’s behaviour policy.
Publication and review
The headteacher oversees day-to-day implementation. The academy will publish this policy and information on second-hand uniform on its website and share it with new families. The headteacher will review the policy annually with the appropriate trust governance body, considering the total cost of uniform and PE kit, access to second-hand items, and feedback from pupils and families. Concerns should first be raised with the school office or headteacher. Families may use the trust’s complaints procedure if a concern remains unresolved.
Guidance and local support
DfE statutory guidance on the cost of school uniforms
DfE guidance on developing a school uniform policy
Sunderland City Council school uniform support
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